[Liver transplantation in children. New experience in a Pediatric Surgery unit. Evaluation of the first 18 months' experience].
The authors report an eighteen month experience with orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) in children in the Pediatric Department of Hospital Bicêtre in Paris, from January 1988 until July 1989. Thirty-eight OLTs including 4 retransplant operations, were performed in 34 children, aged from 7 months to 13 years, 20 of them under the age of 3 years. Biliary atresia was the indication for 22 children. Twenty-eight donors were children. A reduced-size liver was used in 17 cases. The technique for OLT was based on the description by TE Starzl. Surgical complications led to reoperation in 15 cases, mostly in relation to hepatic artery thrombosis (HAT), which occurred in 7 cases: small donor liver was considered to be one of the causative factors. In all but one case of HAT a retransplant was considered; to date it is has been performed in 3 of these children. Thirty-one children have survived, with a mean follow-up of 8 months, all are at home, except for one child at the time of this report. Liver function tests are normal for 22, and moderately altered for 5. For the four remaining children, retransplant is planned for 3 cases and one child has just been retransplanted. The authors emphasise the fact that OLT in small children requires a specialised pediatric environment, particularly as regards intensive care and nursing.